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Why Am I Here? 
1 Corinthians 10:23-31; 11:1 

Resources: Vines; McGee; Merritt; Roberton; eSword Software 

  
James Merritt says only six questions have ever been asked in any language by anyone 
anywhere. Believe it or not no one has ever come up with a seventh question. The six questions 
are, “Who?” “What?” “Where?” “When?” “How?” and “Why?” The great philosopher, Aristotle 
if he were teaching us today would ask us to identify the most important question on that list. 
  
If you were to say, “'What?' is the most important, because if you figure out what to do 
everything else will fall into place.” Then, Aristotle would reply, “Why is 'What?' the most 
important question?”' Perhaps you would say, “ 'Who?' is the most important question.” If you 
get the right person, in the right position, in the right place you will succeed. Again, Aristotle 
would reply “Why is 'Who?' the most important question?”  
  
In fact, no matter what other question you asked, Aristotle would always ask the “Why?” 
question, because he declared that “Why?” is the most important question.” 
  
An unknown person once said, “There are two great moments in a person's life. The first is 
when you were born; the second is when you discover why you were born.” That leads me to 
make one of the most arrogant statements any pastor could ever make to anybody. If there is a 
God and if that God has revealed Himself in the Bible, and if the Bible is God's Word and true, 
then I can confidently, though it may sound arrogantly say, “I know the purpose for which every 
person was born.”  
 
Now we may not carry that purpose out the same way throughout our lives, but nevertheless 
we were all born for the same purpose. It truly is sad that so many people go through life and 
never discover that purpose. 
  
As we are in opening days of a new year, everyone one of us ought to ask ourselves, “Why did 
God create me?” If you have been saved for a very long time, you ought to be able to answer 
that question. If you have been saved but just a short time, it should be exciting for you to 
consider the answer to this question. It may sound like a really tough question, but in light of 
the passage we are going to study this morning, it is not. 
  
Today, we are in a book of the Bible that is actually a letter that a man named Paul wrote to a 
church in the ancient city of Corinth. It is one of the most intriguing books in the entire Bible. 
Merritt said that if you were to put a book in the Bible on reality tv, this would be the one. So 
much was going on in this church - from incest to drunkenness at the Lord's supper to Christians 
suing Christians. In the chapter we are looking at today, Chapter 10, they debated on whether 
or not you could eat a barbecue dinner if the meat had come from an animal that had 
previously sacrificed to an idol.  
 
You see, Corinth was both a pagan city, but also a very religious city. Animals were sacrificed to 
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false gods in droves. A cow or a sheep would be sacrificed on alters to this or that false god and 
then their pagan ritual would be over. 
  
But these pagans were also interested in helping themselves out, so the sacrificed animals 
would be butchered, and the meat sold in the markets.  This practice created a problem. 
Everyone knew that these fantastic cuts of meat were just recycled sacrifices. A debate broke 
out, “Should a Christian eat meat that he knew had been sacrificed to a false god?” Some said, 
“It all tastes the same.” Others said, “You can give people a false impression that you are a 
pagan too.” What to do? Others said, “This meat is so much cheaper. The pagan rituals mean 
nothing to me, and it helps me be a good steward over what the Lord has given me.” 
  

So Paul wrote a general principle for all Christians who are faced with a question about a 
practice that isn’t explicitly covered in the Scriptures. He wrote in our text: 1 Corinthians 10:23-
24  All things are lawful for me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but 
all things edify not.  (24)  Let no man seek his own, but every man another's wealth.  It might be 
ok eat this meat, but not all things are good for everybody. Let every person give attention not 
only to what is good for himself, but equally to his neighbor's good. 

 
That helped to make some progress, but the question still remained, “How do you determine 
what is good for another person? How do you know what to do when you are not quite sure 
what to do?” That leads Paul in one simple sentence to give us the one purpose for which we 
were created. It is the purpose of the church. In fact, in the grand scheme of things it is the 
purpose of everything. Why do we exist individually, why do we exist as a church, why did God 
create anything or anyone?  
 
Here is the purpose. 1 Corinthians 10:31  Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye 
do, do all to the glory of God.  Now here is the point: You will never understand your purpose, 
or accept your purpose, or practice your purpose unless you understand one thing about your 
life - it is not about you, it’s for God’s glory The only way I will ever understand and fulfill the 
purpose for which I was create is for me to know and live in such a way that it is not about me! 
It’s about Him. My very existence is to glorify God. 
  
We are completing our Christmas offering. The ultimate purpose of the campaign is not to raise 
money; it is to build believers. The purpose of this campaign is not to take money from you. The 
purpose is to give you an opportunity to invest in God's work, for God's glory and thereby 
achieve God's purpose for your life and in the lives of others. It all begins with God's glory, but 
when you see how it progresses you will understand why you are here and what you are to do 
while you are. There are three steps to this progression to glorifying God with our lives seen in 
our text. 
  
I. SEEK GOD'S GLORY 
  
Paul is dealing with a situation where you want to do the right thing, but sometimes you may 
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not be sure what the right thing is. There may not be a Bible verse that says “Thou shalt” or 
“Thou shalt not.” So here is the principle. You are free to do as a believer what you know to do, 
but you are not always free to do what you want to do. You should always seek the good of 
others before your own. What does that mean practically dealing with meat sacrificed to idols? 
He says on the one hand,  1 Corinthians 10:25-26  Whatsoever is sold in the shambles [a 
market], that eat, asking no question for conscience sake:  (26)  For the earth is the Lord's, and 
the fulness thereof. 
  
But then he says on the other hand, 1 Corinthians 10:28  But if any man say unto you, This is 
offered in sacrifice unto idols, eat not for his sake that shewed it, and for conscience sake: for the 
earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof: 
 
Sometimes you should and sometimes you shouldn't. How do you know when you should or 
when you shouldn't? When is it good for others and when is it not? Paul gives this universal 
principle that works in every situation: 1 Corinthians 10:31  Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, 
or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.  
 
What do we mean by “the glory of God?” The word “Glory” means “something that is worthy 
of complete praise and honor.” It refers to the greatness, the grandeur, and the goodness of 
God. There are some things to keep in mind:  
 
First of all, God doesn't just deserve glory. He is glory. He is the only Being in all of the universe 
Who is glorious, Who radiates glory. In one sense, He doesn't need us to give Him glory so He 
will have it; He already does! If we didn't praise God, exalt God or give God glory He would still 
be glorious, great and good.  
  
So as a believer, we are to give Him glory. We are to recognize His glory. Why? Because He 
deserves it and because He is God. You don't add to His glory. When you don't give God glory 
you don't take away from His glory. Our major purpose is to talk and walk in such a way that we 
always recognize His glory, exalt His glory and proclaim His glory. 
  
Another reason behind always seeing the glory of God that we need to remember, is it is not 
about me. It is not about you. It is not about us. It is not about what we do. It is all about why 
we do what we do, and it is all about Who we do it for. 
  
Have you ever noticed that if you are in a group picture the very first thing that you look at is 
you? You look for you! You look for yourself. When we are trying to decide whether or not we 
like the picture, we are really trying to decide whether or not we like how we look. We were all 
born with a default setting that is self-centered and not God-centered. We are all born with this 
thinking “It is all about me,” but it is not. 
  
It is not about whether we succeed or fail. It is not whether we are having good days or bad 
days. It is not whether we are rich or poor. It is not about whether we are healthy or sick. It is 
not even about whether we live or die. It is all about glorifying God no matter what is going on 
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around us, behind us, before us, or above us. Anyway, anywhere, anyhow, whenever, wherever 
- we are to glorify God.  
  
The biggest question with God is always going to be “Why?” Our question is always “What?” 
Our biggest question is about method; God's biggest question is about motive. If I give 
financially to the church so I can get a tax deduction God writes down a zero. If I preach a great 
sermon so people will pat me on the back and tell me what a great preacher I am God writes 
down a zero. If I sing on the platform just to show off my beautiful voice and have people brag 
on my musical ability God writes down zero.  
  
That is why over every decision you make and every habit you practice, every word you say, 
every action you take you ought to see in flashing neon lights right before your eyes before you 
do it: Is God getting the glory? 
  
The question is not “Will this make me money? Will it make me popular? Will it make me 
accepted? Will it get me where I want to go?” The question must always be, “Will this glorify 
God?” That includes everything from what you eat, what you drink, to what you say, what you 
think and how you act. I have a strong feeling for all of us there would be some big changes in 
our lives if we decided beginning today, 24/7, from the way I handle my money, to the way I 
handle my marriage, I am going to do it for the glory of God? The first step in the progression of 
glorifying God with out lives is to Seek God’s Glory.  That leads to the second step:  
  
II. SHARE GOD'S GRACE 
  
Next Paul shares how the glory of God doesn't just benefit God; it benefits everybody. The more 
we glorify God with our lives, the more good we do to others and the more good we are for 
others. When you seek God's glory you will then do the greatest thing you will ever do for 
anyone else - you will share God's grace. Paul says, 1 Corinthians 10:32-33  Give none offence, 
neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the church of God:  (33)  Even as I please all men 
in all things, not seeking mine own profit, but the profit of many, that they may be saved. 
  
In this entire passage, you should have picked up something and if you didn't let me help you. 
When it comes to seeking the glory of God there is no neutral ground particularly in the way 
we conduct ourselves in public. We can either be a steppingstone to Jesus or a stumbling block 
to Jesus. When you are always seeking the glory of God and living in such a way that He gets the 
glory, you will not cause Jews or Greeks or God's church to stumble. Now why did Paul 
specifically refer to those three groups? 
  
Those three groups cover all of humanity. Everyone on this planet is either a Jew or a Gentile. In 
the truest sense of the word these are the two basic ethnic divisions. On the other hand, you 
are either a true believer or you are not. Paul's point is we should never be a stumbling block to 
an unbeliever coming to Jesus or a stumbling block to a believer in getting closer to Jesus. The 
lost may be offended when we share the gospel, but they should never be offended by the way 
we live the gospel. What is the end goal? V33 Even as I please all men in all things, not seeking 
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mine own profit, but the profit of many, that they may be saved.  Don’t miss the most important 
desire for everyone on this planet are in those last five words, “That they may be saved.” 
Nothing brings more glory to God than when we share God's grace and people respond to God's 
grace 
  
Let me throw a name out there: Edward Kimball.  Does that ring a bell? We don’t know a lot 
about Edward Kimball. We know he was a believer.  We know Edward Kimball was a devoted 
follower of Christ. We know Edward Kimball was a Sunday School teacher. We know Edward 
Kimball was a teacher who loved the people in his class who were saved and he taught them 
faithfully the Word of God. We also know that Edward Kimball loved those who were not saved 
– but who fit the demographics of his Sunday School class. And so much so, that he sought 
them out to give them the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We know Edward Kimball was concerned 
about those people knowing that Jesus offers forgiveness and eternal life. Edward Kimball was 
the kind of Christian, the kind of Sunday School teacher that each of us should be.   
 
So why should the name Edward Kimball be familiar to us? Because Edward Kimball went to a 
shoe store in Boston to visit a young man who was a prospect for his Sunday School class and 
led him to the Lord. The young man that got saved that day? – Dwight L Moody, who later 
started Sunday Schools, churches, colleges, and shook up two continents for Christ in His 
lifetime. To us, Edward Kimball was a minor character in the story of DL Moody’s life. It wasn’t 
Kimball who made the difference. It was Jesus who saved and changed and used DL Moody. 
 
In the grand story of life we are all just minor characters. The main character is Jesus. This life is 
not about us. It is about Him. Our part in the story is to make sure His story gets told. When you 
are seeking His glory, you will share His grace. The final step in the progression is to: 
  
III. SHOW GOD'S GOODNESS 
  
There is a chapter division here, but that wasn’t put there by the Apostle Paul. The first verse of 
Chapter 11 really goes with the last verse of Chapter 10 where Paul makes an incredible 
statement. “1 Corinthians 11:1  Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ.”  That is an 
incredible statement because Paul was so committed to seek God's glory and share God's grace 
that he could say, “Follow me in the way I live, because I am following the way Christ lived.”  
 
How did Jesus live? Here is what he said at the end of his life in John 12:27-28  Now is my soul 
troubled; and what shall I say? Father, save me from this hour: but for this cause came I unto 
this hour.  (28)  Father, glorify thy name. Then came there a voice from heaven, saying, I have 
both glorified it, and will glorify it again.  Notice the middle part of those verses.  for this cause 
came I unto this hour.  (28)  Father, glorify thy name. Jesus came to glorify God his father. If you 
think about it, everywhere Jesus went He not only was seeking God's glory, but He was sharing 
God's grace and He was showing God's goodness. 
  
What Paul said about his life we should say about ours. Let me ask a very penetrating question 
that is important for every Christian here to answer this morning: “Are you living for Christ in 
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such a way, are you so constantly seeking God's glory, sharing God's grace, showing God's 
goodness that you would be thrilled if people walked in your footsteps and if they decided 
they were going to imitate your life in the same way that you imitate Christ?” 
  
CONCLUSION: We have so many wonderful Christians in our church family – people who serve 
and sing and support the ministries that God has called us to do. And we always need more 
people who will serve and sing and support God’s work here. When you do so, we want you to 
make your investment of your time, talent and your treasure in God's work for the right reason 
– for the purpose of seeking His glory. When you are investing your time, talent and your 
treasure in God's church you are sharing God's grace with others. When you do it out of 
gratitude for what God has done for you, you are showing God's goodness. 
  
Most every garage has a roll of duct tape, because it can be used to repair just about anything. 
It seems like its purposes are endless. Watch this: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R40heoUL8yE – [STOP AT 40 Seconds – when he tears the 
tape and pats the gator’s head.] 
 
Duct tape is awesome, but did you know there was a study that showed that duct tape doesn't 
succeed well at the purpose for which it was created? Scientists found that duct tape is not a 
good product for sealing ductwork. Max Sherman, a physicist who conducted these experiments 
to monitor the effectiveness of air-conditioning and heating sealants said, “What we found was 
that duct tape almost always failed.” In fact, the failure rate results in approximately thirty 
percent of the heat or cool air generated in an average home to be lost in the attic or wall space 
because of poorly sealed ducts. 
  
You can tape up a bicycle seat, seal off the leak of a radiator hose, secure a broken window, or 
even keep an alligator's mouth shut. But you can't depend upon duct tape to fulfill its primary 
purpose. 
  
We were all created for one purpose - to seek the glory of God, to share the grace of God, to 
show the goodness of God, because it is not about us – it is not about me. It is all about Him.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R40heoUL8yE

