
CSBC Sunday AM  January 30, 2022  Page 1 of 7 

Serving The Lord 

Matthew 20:25-28 
Resources: Wiersbe; McGee; Robertson; Coffey; Criswell; eSword Software  

This morning I want to talk about being Faithful in Serving the Lord. In Matthew 20:25 we look 

at what Jesus had to say about how He measured greatness.  Washington measures greatness 

by political power, Hollywood measures greatness by fame, Wall Street measures greatness by 

financial prowess, but Jesus has a different way of measuring greatness.  Jesus does not 

measure greatness by beauty, brawn, brain, or bucks.  He measures greatness by service.   

Matthew 20:25-28  But Jesus called them unto him, and said, Ye know that the princes of the 

Gentiles exercise dominion over them, and they that are great exercise authority upon them.  

(26)  But it shall not be so among you: but whosoever will be great among you, let him be your 

minister;  (27)  And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant:  (28)  Even as 

the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for 

many. 

CONTEXT – The first verses of Chapter 20 is a parable of Jesus that illustrates an important 

truth: It is not the amount of time or importance of your position which determines your 

reward. Rather, you will be rewarded for your faithfulness to the task which God has given you 

to perform, regardless of how small or insignificant it appears. He is emphasizing the 

importance of faithful service. He then speaks of His death to them for the third time. 

Evidently some are still thinking of the importance of their service and their place – so that the 

mother of two comes boldly and asks for her sons to be over everyone else, which causes the 

others there to be upset with them. It is in this context that Jesus suays “but whosoever will be 

great among you, let him be your minister;  (27)  And whosoever will be chief among you, let 

him be your servant:  (28)  Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to 

minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.” 

Whenever you see the word “minister” in the Bible it means to “serve.” This is a very clear 

passage of Scripture that Jesus Christ did not come to be served but He came to serve and to 

give His life a ransom for many.  

Great teachers are those teachers who serve their students.  Great businessmen are those who 

serve their customers. Great leaders are those who are willing to serve their followers.  Great 

managers are those who are willing to serve their employees.   

God says the way up is down.  The more you serve, the greater you are in the eyes of God.  

Service has nothing to do with abilities or talents or gifts. Service has to do with the way you 

use those gifts and abilities to minister to others.  Jesus said I didn't come to serve but to serve 

others and to give my life a ransom for many.   
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Jesus used two words in v27 about why He came into the world and those two words are the 

words upon which Christianity and the Christian life are all about.  They are two words that 

Jesus used of Himself that describe the purpose of every Christian. One of them is “serve” 

(minister) and the other is “give.”  He used those two words in this verse.  He said "I came to 

serve and I came to give".  I came to serve others and I came to give my life as a ransom for 

many.  

What does that mean for us today? It means you and I are never more like Jesus than when we 

are giving and serving.  If you want to be like Jesus, you have to learn to be a giver.  And if you 

want to be like Jesus you have to learn to be a servant.   

No matter how long you may belong to a church, no matter how beautiful you may sing or 

eloquently you may speak or faithfully you may attend, if you are not willing to be a giver, if you 

are not willing to be a servant, then you cannot be like the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I want to share with you six Bible reasons why every Christian ought to actively serve Jesus 

Christ. 

I.  BECAUSE WE WERE MADE TO SERVE HIM 

We serve Jesus Christ because we were made to serve Him.  In Ephesians 2:10 the Bible says, 

"For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before 

ordained that we should walk in them."  The reason God created me was to serve Him.  I was 

designed to serve Him.  I was made to serve Him.  I was put on this earth for one reason and 

that is to be a servant of Jesus Christ. And so were you.  

Did you ever pick up a flashlight, turn it on and it doesn't work.  You opened it up and found 

that the batteries were corroded and so was the flashlight inside.  And the reason those 

batteries were corroded was that it had not been used in a long, long time.  If you don't use a 

flashlight for a long, long time and you leave batteries, they are going to inevitably corrode and 

no longer have any power and they will be of no use.  And they will corrode your flashlight so 

that you may not be able to use it with any other batteries. 

That is an illustration of what has happened to a lot of people in their Christian life?  Because 

they have not been a servant, they have not used the gifts - the abilities, the talents that God 

has given to them to help others and to minister to others in the body of Christ.  Their life has 

become corroded.  They have lost their power, they have lost their usefulness. Like a flashlight 

was created to be used, you and I are created to be used. We are created to bear witness of the 

light and to be lights for Jesus Christ.  We serve Him because we were created to serve. 

II.  BECAUSE WE ARE SAVED TO SERVE 

Secondly, we serve Him because we are saved to serve.  II Timothy 1:9 says it is God “Who hath 
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saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his 

own purpose and grace…”    - an holy calling,,,,to his own purpose”  What is His holy calling?  His 

holy work is ministry.  God saved me to serve.  When you see the word servant in the Bible it is 

the same word as the word for minister.  I used to think that service or ministry was only for 

those who gave themselves to full time vocational service and had some kind of position on a 

church staff.  Or maybe service was only for those who were teachers or deacons in the church.   

But the Bible says that all of us are to be ministers.  When Paul speaks to the church and he 

calls us ministers, he is not talking about pastors, professional ministers. He is talking about 

every single member of this body of Christ.  Have you ever thought that if we are saved and we 

are going to heaven and heaven is a better place, why doesn't He just save us and immediately 

take us up there to be with Him?  It’s because He has something for us to do down here.  And 

that something is to serve Him. 

Professional body builders work on their muscles for the purpose of showing them. There are a 

lot of Christians like that. They have gifts and abilities that God has given them.  They study the 

Bible so that they can build their spiritual muscles.  They learn to pray so they can build their 

spiritual muscles.  They come to church on Sunday morning, they go to Sunday School, they 

read books, listen to podcasts or watch Bible teaching on YouTube, building their spiritual 

muscles. But there are many people like that who never do anything to help other people or to 

serve the Lord or to build up the His church. They have spiritual muscles but it is all for show 

because they are not willing to be a servant surrendered to what God wants them to do. 

But the Bible very clearly teaches us that maturity is for ministry.  Maturing in Christ is never an 

end in itself.  You can know all the doctrines of the faith, how to interpret the Word of God, 

have a great deal of knowledge and a great deal of wisdom. But unless you are willing to serve 

Jesus Christ you are not fulfilling the purpose for which you are saved.  We serve God because 

we were created to serve Him.  We serve God because we were saved to serve Him. 

III.  BECAUSE WE ARE CALLED TO SERVE HIM 

The Apostle Paul wrote in  Galatians 1:15  “But when it pleased God, who separated me from 

my mother's womb, and called me by his grace.” Long before I was born, long before the 

foundations of the world were created, God in His grace chose me and He called me to serve 

Him.  And that call applies not just to me. It applies to you.  Salvation and service are 

inseparable.  If you are saved you are called to serve.  If you are called to be a Christian you are 

called to be a minister.  A church with 1,000 members ought to have 1,000 ministers. 

You might ask, “What is ministry?  How do I know when I am ministering?”  Listen to this 

statement: “Any time you use your abilities, your talents, or spiritual gifts in the name of 

Jesus to help others, you are functioning as a minister.” You are a minister, a servant of Jesus 
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Christ.  1 Peter 4:10  As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to 

another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.   

Romans 12:6 tells us that we all have different gifts according to the grace that is given to us. So 

not only have you been called to serve, but God has gifted you to serve.  And we serve Him 

because we were created to serve, we were saved to serve, and we are called to serve. 

IV.  BECAUSE WE ARE COMMANDED TO SERVE 

We serve Him because we are commanded to serve. Service is not an option because we are 

believers.  Jesus said in our text in Matthew 20:28 that our attitude must be like His. "I did not 

come to be served but to serve."  A “non-serving Christian” is a contradiction in terms. Jesus 

never intended any other kind of Christian than a serving Christian. You are called to serve; you 

are commanded to serve in the name of Jesus Christ.   

Romans 12:1-2  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your 

bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.  (2)  And be 

not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may 

prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.   The word “beseech” in v1 is 

the strongest possible term.  Paul was saying “In the name of Jesus and in the place of Jesus, on 

my knees I beg you to present yourselves a living sacrifice to God.  He was saying it was as 

though Jesus is on His knees begging you to serve. 

What would you do this morning if Jesus came before you -  not one of our pastors, not a 

nursery coordinator,  not the bus director, not the choir director, but Jesus Himself - got on His 

knees in front of you and said I plead with you, I need you to be a servant?  What would you 

do?  Well, the Bible says that is exactly what He does.  He does that through Paul, He does that 

through the Word, and He does that through the Spirit.   

It is so contrary to human nature in America today.  We have a culture that says what is most 

important is my needs.  Who is going to minister to me?  Who is going to serve me?  Who is 

going to feed me?  Who is going to help me?  Who is going to minister to my needs?   

But if you are still at the place in your Christian life with the attitude "who is going to minister 

to my needs" then you have not matured as a believer.  A mature believer is one who has 

moved beyond that to “to whom can I minister, where can I help, how can I use my gifts to 

build up the body of Christ?” And that is what God has commanded us to do. 

Paul said I beseech you that you present yourselves a living sacrifice.  The spiritually mature 

believer said “Whose needs can I meet” because they realize that the Christian life is not about 

receiving it is about giving.  A mature believer is interested in service. An immature believer is 

interested in being served. “Help us, meet our needs.” But we are commanded to serve.   
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If you have no desire to serve others, you better check your heart, because the Spirit of God is a 

spirit of submission and surrender to the will of God for your life. The Spirit of Jesus is the spirit 

of service.  So we serve Him because we are commanded to serve. The we serve Him… 

V.  BECAUSE OUR CHURCH NEEDS OUR SERVICE 

Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 12:18  “But now hath God set the members every one of them in the 

body, as it hath pleased him.” And God places them into the body, the church, with the function 

of the gift that God has given to them.  Romans 12:5-6a  “So we, being many, are one body in 

Christ, and every one members one of another.  (6)  Having then gifts differing according to the 

grace that is given to us…” Paul said we are not all teachers, preachers.  Some of us are 

encouragers and some have the gift of compassion, but all of the gifts are given by the Spirit as 

He wills in order to build up and edify the body of Jesus Christ.   

That means that when somebody becomes a part of the body of Christ, when somebody is 

saved, we ought to say “praise God Jesus has a new pair of eyes to see the needs of people, a 

new heart through whom He can love people, more hands with which He can help people, 

more minds through which He can teach people and instruct people and encourage people.  

You become a part of the body of Christ.  And your church needs your service.   

It is not attendance but service that is the measure of commitment.  1 Corinthians 12:27  “Now 

ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular."  He is saying, All of you together are one 

body of Christ, each of you as a separate and a necessary part." You are not only a part of the 

body of Christ; you are a necessary part of the body of Christ.  And every part of your body is 

necessary to the function of your body. 

What happens in your body if one part of your body refuses to function?  You are not healthy 

when part of your body doesn't function as God designed it to function.  What happens if your 

liver calls you up one day and says I am tired of serving so I am just going to take a little time 

off? Or what if your kidney calls up and says listen I know I am a part of this body but I am tired 

of functioning as a kidney and I don't want to function as a kidney so I am just not going to do it 

any more.  What would happen?  Your body becomes sick. 

What would happen to this church, this body of Christ of every member ceased to function?  

Then the body of Christ is hindered on this earth.  The body of Christ isn't healthy; it can't 

perform as God put un into this body here to perform.  So we serve Him because He needs us in 

the body. 

One more thing here: the word “quit” shouldn't be in the vocabulary of a believer when it  

comes to serving Jesus Christ.  Maybe you can't visit any more… but you can pray.  Maybe you 

can't teach any more, but you can pray, be faithful and encourage others. There is always 

something you can do in the body of Christ.  Maybe you can pray especially for the invitation 
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time, maybe you can make phone calls, maybe you know how to show mercy. You have a part 

in the body of Christ. The scriptures teach us that a church was never intended to be built on 

the strength of a preacher or church staff. God builds a church upon all the members of the 

body.  You are needed in this body of Christ. Your church needs you to serve! 

VI.  BECAUSE OF CALVARY 

And last of all, we should serve Jesus because of Calvary.  When I see the Savior bleeding and 

dying, nailed to a cross, crowned with thorns, hanging between heaven and earth, dying on the 

cross, I recognize that He did it for me, for my sins. That thought has captured and motivated 

believers since Jesus rose from the grave!  We sing, "Jesus paid it all, but all to Him I owe.  Sin 

had left a crimson stain; He washed it white as snow."  I have to sing "When I survey the 

wondrous cross on which the Prince of Glory died, my richest gain I count but loss and pour 

contempt on all my pride.  Were the whole realm of nature mine that were a present far too 

small, for love so amazing, so divine demands my life, my strength and my all."  

I serve Jesus because of Calvary.  If you serve Him for any other reason you will quit.  If you 

serve Him for a pat on the back, you will quit.  If you serve Him because it is always pleasant, 

you will quit.  If you serve Him to be seen of men, you will quit. But if you serve Him because of 

Calvary, you will never quit because of your gratitude for what He has done for you. 

Years ago a young man training for the ministry was having a difficult time with what it really 

meant to serve Jesus Christ.  And one of his professors knowing this young man struggles within 

himself to really give himself to the Lord, to really surrender himself to the Lord, told him that 

there was a painting he wanted him to see.  This painting hung in a local chapel and he told him 

where the chapel was.  He said I want you to see a painting of Christ.  But I want you to go look 

at it because I think it will help you understand what it means to be called of God to serve Him.   

The young man made his way to that chapel and the caretaker accompanied him in to the room 

where this painting was.  It was a painting of Calvary, Jesus shedding His blood.  But the 

painting looked grotesque, it didn't seem to make a whole lot of sense.  It seemed to be 

abstract.  He stood and he looked and looked and then he said to the caretaker, do you know 

what I am suppose to see?  I really can't see anything here except maybe Christ on the cross, 

but it really doesn't make any sense to me. 

The caretaker said to him, well you need to get lower so the young man got lower.  The 

caretaker said you need to still get lower so he did.  He said get all the way on your knees.  And 

the young man got on his knees and he said now look up at the painting.  As the young man 

looked up and saw Jesus hanging on the cross in agony and blood with tears streaming down 

his face, the young man could see the face of Jesus and the painting made perfect sense. 

My friend until you bow at the cross and give your all and surrender your all to Jesus Christ you 
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can never know what Jesus meant when He said the two words that describe the Christian life 

are give and serve. 


